Victor Kepreotis Te

WITHOUT PRECEDENT ....... That is how Sydney’s
Greek newspaper, O Kosmos, described Victor Kepreotis’
Testimonial Luncheon to commemorate his tenure as our
longest serving president.

Over 200 people
gathered at the The Kyle
Bay on Georges River
where we all joined in
honouring and thanking
a very humble Victor
Kepreotis for his 18
plus years of service as
President of The KAA.

Various community

groups were represented

including The Consul

General of Greece, Mr

Christos Karras together
with his wife, the Trade Commissioner of Greece, Mrs
Katia Gkikiza. Also represented were The Hellenic Women
of Greece, The Greek Orthodox Church of Rosebay, The
Kastellorizian Club, the Hellenic Club, Aroney Trustees
and Estia. Many past presidents were also present.

Table Names

The day was full of

surprises. As  guests

arrived, they  were

ushered to their tables

which  were named

after villages in Kythera.

Tensions arose when

some meso dimoniotes

were placed on exo

dimo tables.  Guests

were seen hijacking

table names to where

they felt were better

placed depending on

who was sitting where.

In honour of George Giaouris, a non-Kytherian who has
also offered so much to the Association, a village was
named after him - Yiaourianika. It was quite amusing to
hear people discussing where on the island Yiaourianika
was located as some thought it was an actual village on
Kythera !

Message Cards

Each table was provided with message cards whereby
each guest could send Victor a personal message. Some
were read out during the course of the afternoon, while
the remainder were given to Victor to read at home.

Myrties

Additionally, each table

was decorated with a vase

of myrtia whose origins

were from Kythera. The

myrtia was originally

brought over by the

Late Stan Varipatis from

Kythera to Tamworth in

1965. Over the years,

the original myrtia has

made its way into several

Sydney homes. Guests were encouraged to take some
myrtia home to plant in their gardens so they too could
have a little bit of Kythera in their backyards. Not a leaf
was left behind ....

Video Messages

Letters and video messages
from Kythera, Germany,
France and the US were
sent in including The
Kytherian Association of
California, the Kytherian
Association of Piraeus, The
Kytherian Brotherhood of
Canberra and The Kytherian
Association of Queensland.
Prominent Kytherians from
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stimonial Luncheon

Kythera sent their video messages which were seen by all
on the day including those from the Metropoliti of Kythera,
Mayor of Kythera, Stratos Charchalakis, Ilias Masselos,
and many many others.

Speeches

All speeches were heartfelt

and moving. Josh, his son

sent a video message from

Paris, and this was followed

by beautiful speeches from

his children Yana, Sacha,

son-in-law Michael and his

wife Kathy. Echoed in all

speeches was Victor’s selfless devotion to the Association.
Nothing was ever too big or too small a task for him.

Unforgettable moment

Helen Zerefos OAM OS], brought both men and women
to tears with her rendition of “Sto Perigiali To Krifo”
followed by “Nessun Dorma”. All those present were
mesmerized by this moving performance which lead to a
standing ovation from the crowd and all agreed it will be a
moment in time they will never forget.

by Toula Varipatis

And we played a game

A game was played by all on How Well they Knew Victor.
Over 200 stood to participate, and in the end it was a battle
between the son-in-law and the brother ! The winner -
neither — both bombed out in the final question.

The gift ... Plus a little something extra
Victor was then presented
with a gift for his years of
service of a monogrammed
leather briefcase and a
personalised crystal plaque.

Then the current President

Emmanuel Alfieris

presented to the outgoing

President, Victor Kepreotis

a personal gift - an

appearance by Marilyn

Monroe with a new

rendition of Happy Birthday

Mr President, titled “A big Thank You Mr President” A
squirming Victor was greeted by rounds of laughter and
applause by all those present.

Final words ...

A humble Victor gave a very moving speech and in closing
he said “the commitment was never about breaking the
record for the longest serving president, but about giving
back to the Kytherian families before me who sacrificed so
much to give us a better life here in Australia, and building
the Association that will continue for many years to come.
Family is what the association is all about and should remain
so. I thank God that I had the energy and determination
and support to fulfil that dream”.

Thank you to John Tzannes, the MC of the day, who
brought a personal touch to the day and commandeered
the day effortlessly.
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Some quotes of the Day ......

“...the Association was really having issues ...we still had
“...I felt proud to be a Kytherian” ....... echoed by all the social club, the old building

in Regent Street, there were
other pressures dealing with
our co-tenant at the time ...the
pressures of trying to maintain an
association to keep it functional,

to keep it viable, and yet Victor
presided over those difficult years,

he and his committee emerged
from that ...because Victor and
his committee had adopted the
work ethic and the spirit that was
brought here by our Kytherian elders”

“...Victor hasbeen a brillliant captain
of the ship, many times we have
helped each other out as deckhands
and even cabin boys. No job was
too large or too small for Victor.....
he would rather spend $2 of his own
money just to save a dollar for the
association - that may be the reason
we are here today” - George Giaouris

“..Victor Kepreotis has left
his mark on the Kytherian
Association and has made it
one of the most prominent
and significant Associations
of Greek Australians in
Sydney” - Consul General of
Greece, Christos Karras

“..when we talk about 18 years, that is longevity in any
sense, particularly when we consider in that same 18 year
period Australia has seen 6 prime ministers and 7 NSW
premiers ... so over that period, Victor you have been a
rock” - George Vardas

“evag efalpetikog peNog NG
KvOnpawkng  Kowotitag 115
Avotpahiag” - Stratos

“..An amazing leader and an even better
Charchalakis, Mayor of Kythera

father” - Josh Kepreotis

“..I don't know of anyone who
has been more dedicated to an
organisation as you”

- Tom & Vikki Fraioli, Kytherian
Association of California

“.EVaV KAAO OLUTATPLWTN
HOG,  EMOTNUOVA,  EVAV
avlpwmo omolog  ayamoaet
WOetepa ta Kubnpa, kat 1o
KvOnpatko  ovvdeopo TG
Avotpaliag” - Metropolitis

Kythiron “..for many of us, the Kytherian

Association is Victor Kepreotis
is the and team. I have never known
the Kytherian Association
without you” - James Prineas

“.I believe the Association
strongest and most influential ethnic
Association in Australia and not only
in the Greek community but across the
board. Itis a shining example that  have
used to my colleagues in the Hellenic
Club of what ethnic associations should
be” - John Comino

“av 8ev nrav ot Avotpalol,
Oa elemav  mapa  moAa
TPOYUATO ATIO TO VIOL HOG ...
ONHEPA €AV VTTAPXEL AKOMA
{wn d’avto To VNoL, oPethel
ot kamog oav to Kumplotn
Kat aAlovg Avotpalovg” -

“.he can be certain that everyone
Manolis Lourantos/Pieros

here on Kythera will remember his

great work and contributions for
many generations to come” - Panos VAl EVAG efapetikog  avBpwmoc,

Drakakis, Drakakis Tours agnoe eva onovdao gpyo  oTNY
Adehgotnta’ - Ilias Masselos

“Proedros, pappous, pateras”
- medallion given to Victor from his children
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«

..an  incredible
hard working
ethic, incredibly
persevering

person who sticks
at his task, a very
loyal person and
a very loving
person....

“..at the time we only had 3-4 people on the committee,
we were struggling economically, but your diligence and
perseverance saw us through and gradually built up our
group to 11 and 12, and have put us in a situation we are
in now of reasonable prosperity and great prospects for the
future. Alot of that is down to your diligence and your
reliability and everybody in the Kytherian community
owes you an incredible debt of gratitude. We need to thank
you profusely for your incredible work” - George Poulos

“..18 years ago Steve Jobs
introduced the MAC OXS
operating system, the Nokia
3210 was released, and I was a
2 year old”
“..on behalf of the revived
KYA, Victor Kepreotis thank
you a thousand times over for
being our biggest advocate,
our best advisor, and our most
fanatic  supporter. Thank
you for being the friendly
face and helping hand of this
community and thank you for doing this all out of the
generosity of your heart” - Connor Malanos, Co-President
Kytherian Youth Association

“..we could be at the breakfast
table discussing grandkids, the
state of the nation, womens’
or refugee rights, and written
on dad’s face is the same level
of concern and investment for
the fact there are one too many
debutantes signing up for next
year’s ball!”

“..she (Yanas mum) must avoid

eye contact with dad on the day
of the ball because he is like a gorilla who has lost his
bananas!”

“.you are the unofficial Kytherian amabassador and my
hero” - Yana Belogiannis

“..yes I'm not Kytherian, but

don’t panic, I'm from a little

village just north of Kythera

called GREECE!”

“...if he ever misplaces his diary

which judging by the pure anger,

I'm convinced it contains the

formula for eternal life and the

location of Barbarossa’s treasure on the island” - Michael
Belogiannis

“...he has tried for many years to make
this island a better place to live” -
Manuel Cassimatis/Portolamios

“elpat VITEPNPAVOG ... YLATN EXW
evav &adedpo mov TmpooPepe
tooa moAa ota KvOnpa kat oto
KvOnpaiopog 116 Avotpaliag”
- Vretto Kiprioti, President,
Kytherian Association of Piraeus

“..you have taught me so many things,
through your example you have
shown me how to lead with respect
and diplomacy, how to honour your
commitments and how to persevere
with your endeavours” - Sacha
Kepreotis

“.why mail a letter or scan a

document or email when you can

drive for miles to hand deliver it”

“.. he delayed his quad bypass

surgery until after the 2013

Kytherian Ball so it wouldn’t

interfere with the preparations”

“..the true mark of you honey is that you never did it for the
adulation or the acclaim. You did it for the love of Kythera
and her people as well as those of her diaspora-for that we
are very grateful” - Kathy Kepreotis

“..the commitment was never about
breaking the record for the longest serving
president, but about giving back to the
Kytherian families before me who sacrificed
so much to give use a better life here in
Australia and building the association that
will continue for many years to come. Family
is what the association is all about and should remain so.
I thank God that I had the energy and determination and
support to fulfil that dream” - Victor Kepreotis

Photos courtesy of Connor Malanos, Matina Zervos and Toula Varipatis
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THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE FEATURED IN O KOSMOS NEWSPAPER, DATED 17 OCTOBER 2018

2 AYLZTPAAIA

WEDNESDAY 17 OCTOBER 2018 0 KOXMOZ THZ TPITHZ HAIKIAZ

Apxidovrag ané ap

Py
P

P S €PHN

v {nTawkp

- 6o

ieg TG, Kd

ouduyé tou Kdria ki{ikn pe teAeutaio tov nA€ov anuavtiko and 6w Kt eunpog napdyovra tn¢ KuBnpait
¢ EppavounA AApiépn nou, énwg eine o i610¢ xapiroAoywvrag «Exw v pikpStepn péxpt ottyuric idpkela napaypovig oty

o -

poebpia, o’ avtiBean pe tov Biktwpa Kunpidd

pe tov Apa Kunpiad

1 kat v ouduyé tou KdBu, e tpito tov abeApé tng 6iknydpo Kkat xapl-
opanké opAnt T{wr{ Bdpbag. Ltnv ouvéxeia n asiBaAi¢ kat ndvra eknAnktikn EAévn Zepepdg nou pag xdpioe — KUPLOAEKTIKG
¢ a1o pivdAe ¢ Seutepng va onkwBolv auBdpunta Aot péoa otnv aiBouoa Kat va v
yd{ovrag. Kdrw BAénoupe tov lev. Mpéevo tng EAAGSo¢ Anpuntpn Kappd kat tnv Epnopiké AkéAoubo

llepioaorepol

ano 3 exkaroppupia
AuaTtpaloi (ouv o€
ouvOiKee @TwXEIaC

eplo0o0tepa and tpia exaroppvpla Auv-
otparoi {ouv o€ ouvOnkeg QMOXelAC,
oupnepihapfavopévmv 739.000 mai-
S1wv, ovppwva pe véa ékBeon. Autd
onpaivel mepinou €vav Otoug OKI® EVAAIKES Kal
éva ota €€ naidid {ouv kdtw amd 1o 6p1o NG
prwxelaq. Iepinou to npiov (53%) twv voiko-
KUp10V 110U {OUV Ot ouvOnkeg Pprwxelag Baoido-
VIal 0TNV KOIVWVIKA ao(AAIoN TI0U AToTeAEl TV
KUpla mnyn tou €1008npatdg toug, Onwg deixvel
n épeuva tou Auotpaiiavoly XupBoudiou Koi-

) MoU ExelL TV peyaAutepns»!

TipBnke onwe Tov a&ide o eni 18¢tia
NOIKOKYPHL Mpocdpoc me KuBnpaikic
AdeA@ornrac Ludveii Ap. Biktwp Kunpiome

ANEY ITPOHTOYME-
NOY, avapeoa otig
avapifpnteg UpNTKEG
ekdnAwoeig mov mna-
paxkolouBnoape £éwg
t®wpa, Ntav avin mnov
élaPe xwpa mpoxOég
otnv napaBaldooia
ai@ouvoa tou Khapno
oto Kyle Bay, mpog
upnv tou i 18¢uia
S1atedécaviog mpoé-
6pou g KuOnpaikng
Aded@otntag Biktwpa
Kunpiotn.

atapeotn n aibouvoa amd
minbog  mpooeABoviwv
npoowikottwy, Kubn-
piwv xal pn xai péyag o
ap1Opog TV enaivwv mou ex-
ppdomkav yia tov Apa Kunpim-
m Kal my npoopopd tou. Oxi
HPOVOV amo 11§ opihieg TV Iapo-
VIwV, aAAd K1 armé pnvupata mou
eotdinoav amd ta Kubnpa kai
KuBnpioug 81apopwv Xwpwv.
Ooa k1 av ypayoupe Sev Oa ei-
val apketd yia va Skoouv v
€1KOVA NG €KTPnong xai ava-
yvapiong tng afiag tou Biktwpa
Kvmpioth wg AvOpwIto, wg 01Ko-
YEVeLdpXn Kal wg Ipoedpo, mou
t60a moAXG TIPOOPEPE Yia TOoa
moAAd xpovia oty Kubnpaixn,
ota Kubnpa kai otoug Kubnpi-
oug! Me oUveon Kal IPOCOXN

0Ta OIKOVONIKA TOU YUulAdyou
Onwg e1mwOnke arr’ dhoug. Ai-
VOVTAG ka1l 0" epdg to Sikaiwpa
Va Tou SMOOUIE TOV 10 MPETO-
VIa PHOVOAEKTIKO XAPAKINPIOHO,
10U PIIOPOUCANE VA OKEPTOUNE:

Tov xapaxmpiopdé tou NOI-
KOKYPH (¢’ 6An tn onpaoiag
mg A€ewg) ITIPOEAPOY! Avd-
Aoyol dpwg noav 1600 o1 £rai-
VOl 600 K1 01 €UXaplotieg 1Ipog
v ou{uyo TOU AIOXWPOUVIOG
mpoédpou, mv ka Kdbu Ku-
[Ip1MOIN, yld TV OUPIapdotaon
ka1 otpi€n g moikiAdpopeng
IPOOPOPAG tou Biktwpa, xwpig
v omoia, dev Ba pmopovos va
eival t16oo peydin.

I. Toepbavng

¢ Kat véo npoedpo
VOVIKOV Yrnpeol®v kai mg UNSW Sydney. H
éxBeon O€te1 wg Op1o ™G PrXelag To €1068npa
mou eivar pikpdtepo amd ta 433 Soddpia v
eBdopada yia évav evindika n ta 909 Soddpia
yia éva (euydpr pe duo maidid. Katd péoo 6po,
6001 {ouv ot ouvOnkeg Qprwxelag omv Auotpa-
Aa kepSiouv mepimou 135 Soddpia kdtw amo to
op1o mv eBdopdda. Eved n mieloyneia Paoile-
Tal OTNV KOIVWVIKA ao@Adiion, MePIoOOTePO atd
10 éva TpIto TWV VOIKOKUPI®V Tou Ppiokovtal
oe ouvOnkeg @roxelag (38%) ompiloviar oto
(xapndd) p1006 toug. H Sieubuvouoa oupPou-
log g ACOSS Ap Cassandra Goldie avépepe
o1 ta evpnpata Ba mpémel va aguivioouv tov
npwBumoupyd Xxot Mopioov. «H xuPépvnon
vnootnpiel 611 n Qrxela omy Auvotpadia Sev
eival to mpoPinpa, addd xdvel AdBogy, avépe-
pe n Ap Cassandra Goldie ka1 mpdobeoe Ot o1
AUOEIG y1d TV aVUPEIMIIION NG PIOXelag eival
oaeiq. [pémel va PedtiwBei n KOIVWVIKA ao@d-
A1on, va au§nBei n 01KOVOHIKAG TIPOOITH OTéyaon
ka1 n PonBeia evoikiou ka1 va avapadpiotovy o1
unnpeoieg amaoxoinong, avépepe. O gpeuvning
tou UNSW, Kabnyntig Peter Saunders, Snlwoe
61 n Auotpalia améxel oAU amd v emiteu§n
T0U 0T16X0U NG A€1pOpou AvdArtu§ng ouppmva
e tov omoio Oa mpénel va pelwoel kard to Apl-
OU Td TI0000TA PTMXELAS AVOP®YV, YUVAIKOV KAl
na1816v péxpt 1o 2030. «H Auotpalia Sev S1a0¢-
el 0X€810 peiwong g Prwxelag kal dev xoupe
TAKTKA 1TapakolouOnon kai umofodn ekBéoewv
amno 1§ KuPepvnoelg oxXetikd pe mv mpdodo otnv
AVTIPETOIION TG PTOXEIAS», SNAWOE.

0 Mopioov 1o Eavacké@reTar yia
1€ Pilec Twv enoxiakwv epyalopEvwv

To evdexdpevo va §oBouv Bileg oe dropa mou B€louv va epyactolv enoxiaxkd
0O€ aypotikéG epyaoieg eival akopn avoixtd, emPeBaiwoe o mpwOumoupydg
Yxot Mdpioov. O1 peyadoaypoteg {ntouv va enektabei 1o mpdypappa xo-
priynong Bidag oe emoxiakoug epyaldpevVoUg Kal Otl§ aolatikéG XMPEeS, aild
o1 ®1dedevBepol amoppintouv 10 0x€610 AOY® TWV AVNOUXIMV TOug 0Tl pid
této1a €§éhign Oa éBAarmte 11 ox€oelg g Auotpariag pe TG xwpeg tou Ei-
pnvikou. Topa o mpwOumoupydg Aéel 611 10 0x€D10 Sev €xel eyratalelpOei,
kabwg o1 Poudeutég tou EOvikoU Képpatog éxouv Sniwoel 6t Ba to otnpi-
§ouv. «O1 Béoelg epyaoiag mpémel va mnyaivouv otoug Auotpalous epyalo-
pevoug kal mpérnel va Siacpalicoupe 6t1 6do1 ool epydlovial o aypoKin-
pata é€xouv Ba éxouv 11§ KatdAnieg ouvOnkeg epyaociag, Oa minpovovrai
owotd ka1 Sev éxoupe napdvopoug epyalOPEVOUS «, €ilie 0 TpwOUIIOUPYOG.
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ADDITIONALLY, THE ARTICLE ON THE FOLLOWING 3 PAGES ALSO FEATURED IN O KOSMOS NEWSPAPER,
DATED 9 OCTOBER 2018. THANK YOU TO O KOSMOS NEWSPAPER FOR ALSO HONOURING VICTOR ....
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