
Once again the Greek community of Sydney came 
together to celebrate the essence of “being Greek” in the 
annual festival at Carrs Bush Park held on 25 October 
2015 under the auspices of the Greek Orthodox Parish 
of Kogarah.

Under beautiful blue skies and on the banks of the 
Cooks River, the setting was idyllic and almost taken 
out of an Aegean scrapbook.  

The Kytherian Association was on hand to operate its 
traditional bookstall, this time at the front of the park 
near the main stage.

The Being Greek Festival attracted more than 10,000 
visitors who were drawn to the many stalls selling Greek 
culinary delights, sweets, jewellery and other products.  
The fabulous Kytherian trio of Anna, Eleni and Maria 
(the Vardas girls) manned a stall offering free face 
painting for the little ones.

The Kytherian dance group also performed on the day 
and received warm applause for their dance routines.

The undoubted highlight of the day was the visit by the 
new Australian Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull who 
received a rousing reception from the crowd.  In his 
speech, the Prime Minister declared:

It is wonderful to be here among you, you’re absolutely 
right, I am an unashamed Philhellene and  you could 
not imagine, you could not possibly imagine modern 
Australia without the contribution of the Greeks to 
this country. You could not imagine the Western world 
without the contribution of Greece.

The description of the, that battle between, or the war 
between Greece and the Italians and then of course 
the Germans where Australian forces, as you all know, 
were engaged, fighting side-by-side to defend Greece’s 
freedom against German tyranny.

That was one of those tipping points in history, when 
the Prime Minister said no, Όχι, when he said no to the 
demands that the country be occupied. But what he was 
really saying was yes to freedom. He was saying yes to 
independence, yes to the values of the Western world 
that the dictators were seeking to crush. And there 
was a tipping point, and there’ve been so many tipping 
points between freedom and tyranny in Greek history, 
whether it is at the battles of Marathon or Salamis or 
Thermopylae. All of those points, Greece has been and 
the people of Greece have been in the very front line of 
freedom and the Western values that are so important 
to us today.

So I’m very, very pleased, very proud to be here as your 
Prime Minister to support you all, to support being 
Greek here today. I want to acknowledge the remarkable 
work of the Greek Orthodox Church in Australia. A 
tradition that goes back thousands of years, it is a, there 
we have the double-headed eagle of the Byzantine 
empires, of the Byzantine emperors. That thread of 
continuity from Κωνσταντινούπολη (Constantinople) 
right around the world, uniting Greeks in that 
continued tradition and ensuring that Greek language 
and Greek culture remains alive wherever Greeks are in 
the global diaspora.

We’re here celebrating freedom, were celebrating 
Greece, we’re celebrating Australia which would not 
be the great country it was without the values and the 
culture and the contribution of Greek Australians so let 
me conclude simply by saying to you this, Ευχαριστώ 
αγαπητοί φίλοι . Ζήτω η ελευθερία . Ζήτω η Ελλάδα. 
Ζήτω η Αυστραλία. (Thanks dear friends. Long live 
freedom. Long live Greece. Long live Australia)

It was a great day to be Greek.  Many thanks go to 
George Poulos and George Giaouris for helping to set 
up and man the Kytherian stall throughout the day 
(with the writer we came to be known as the Three 
Georges) and also to Kathy Samios for lending valuable 
support.

George Vardas
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